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The "I Love You, You're Perfect" part:

• We've had a long relationship
• exceptionally competent and enthusiastic technical support
• workshop an example of this – wanting to be useful

• My own most recent experience – LODES
• documentation is clear and thorough, data are squeaky clean
• needed to construct city (place) employment shares within 

each county (and also the unincorporated employment share) 
to assign a county level policy coverage variable

• Example using the data from the Atlanta Fed
• Small City Economic Dynamism Index
• quantifies churning in a local economy that creates the 

potential to generate positive economic performance
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Small City Economic Dynamism Index
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Small City Economic Dynamism Index
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snapshot of the 
economic 
trajectory of 400 
small and 
midsized cities 
across the United 
States

Highlighting:
Albany, GA
Ann Arbor, MI
Billings, MT
Yuma, AZ



Small City Economic Dynamism Index
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Net Commuters
from the LODES



"I Love You, You're Perfect" bottom line

• These data products are used, but not well-known 
among Atlanta Fed researchers
• I emailed everyone in my department to assess exposure

• one use reply – Small City Economic Dynamism Index
• one passing inquiry – tell me about the job transitions data
• one take-up of QWI data that happened to match what a colleague is 

currently looking for

• Lesson: not well-known, but potentially useful
• How do you make the data products more widely 

known – more "findable"? 
• not obvious - short-sighted and narrow-focused economists
• products need to be "findable" and useful
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The "Now Change" part:

• More useful by relaxing suppression (don't freak out)
• Examples of data restrictions:

• no income breakdown greater than $40,000 available in On-the-Map
• firm age/size not available for geographic areas less than state in QWI
• can only download LODES data one state at a time (maybe tech issue)

• Suggestion: make public data products available in FSRDCs 
with finer breakdown and no restrictions
• yes, LEHD are available in the FSRDCs, but...

• not every state, may only want to regress aggregates anyway
• access to public products without restrictions...

• ...would improve usefulness to researchers
• ...would increase use of FSRDCs
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The "Now Change" part:

• Expose stealthy data – make data more "findable"
• integrate the LEHD data products into American FactFinder

• allows someone to find the data by searching on topic...
• ...commuting patterns (On-the-map, LODES)
• ...careers, job transitions (J2J)
• ...employment by industry/race/geography (QWI)

• Play with others
• coordinate with the BLS to get all LEHD data products on one 

landing page that describes their differences and usefulness
• get into widely-used commercial products; e.g., Haver

Analytics
• well-organized browse feature allowing one to find what they need
• only source for employment data in Haver is BLS
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The "Now Change" part:
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The "Now Change" part:

• Create incentives to use the data
• team up with NSF to design research grants to support 

addressing policy questions for which these data are 
particularly well-suited

• Identify high-profile economists using the data 
products to answer interesting questions and pay for a 
seminar tour to leading academic institutions
• with the understanding that part of the person's responsibility 

is providing details on the usefulness of the data
• seeing the data in action is powerful
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Thank you!
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